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The Call of Abram

Now the Lord said to Abram, “"Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took
his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they
had gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and
they set forth to go to the land of Canaan.

When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said,
“To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to

the Lord, who had appeared to him.

Romans 4:16-21

For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (who is the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made
you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of
many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your
descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a
hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God
was able to do what he had promised.

This ends the reading of the Word.



