tOFFERTORY PRAYER

Gracious God, you have made our lives more than we dare to dream.
You pour out blessings beyond our most inventive imaginings — great
gifts of grace, a multitude of mercies. From such abundance, we offer
ourselves, our lives, our time, talents, and treasure. We do so with joy
and gladness, this day and always. Amen.

tHYMN 725 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand NATIONAL HYMN
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE "Wedding Cantata"

#7 Aria, "Sich Gben im Lieben", BWV 202 J.S. BACH

Michelle Kayser, soprano, Michael Loveland, Oboe, Edward Clark, organ

Thank you to Edward Clark, who is substituting for Jim Boratko while he is on vacation.
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FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD JULY 05, 2026

PRELUDES "Wedding Cantata"
#1 Aria, "Weichet nur, betriibte Schatten", BWV 202 J.S.Bach
Michelle Kayser, soprano, Michael Loveland, Oboe, Edward Clark, organ

WELCOME
tCALL TO WORSHIP DAWNE QUINN
One: God of us all, we incline our ears to you now, listening, again, for the

sound of your voice.
Many: We do not always remember to listen, O God. We do not always
remember to respond when you speak to our inmost selves.

One: We do not always think to seek more than quick returns.
Many: We do not always step back and take the long view.
One: But we remember now, and we are ready to reconsider now— to hear and

to see, to seek and to follow.
Many:  Turn us away from all that is just noise and back to the truth -- back to
your heart that always beats for us. Amen.

THYMN 110 You Servants of God HANOVER

tOPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you take what feels complicated and make it simple. You take
what seems simple and reveal the deeper meaning. You remind us that we are
more than we think we are, more than we believe we can be -- beyond our
shortcomings and internal struggles. Come, lead us forward on the long road
toward love. Come, help us see past worldly expectations toward the world
you long for us to create where space and grace abound for all. Amen.

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 7:15-25a

T Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.

TRESPONSE 263 Surely the Presence of the Lord WOLF

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place;
| can feel his mighty power and his grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings; | see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Used with permission from CCLI, License #4720828

SERMON Scratch and Win? rev.fredd

EUCHARISTIC HYMN

HYMN 387 Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

Christ invites us to serve and lead with love — letting his burden lighten our own.
He multiplies the gifts we share—manifesting myriad blessings.

OFFERTORY Mass in b Minor
#10 "Qui sedes ad dextram Patris", BWV 232, J.S. BACH
Michelle Kayser, soprano, Michael Loveland, Oboe, Edward Clark, organ

tDOXOLOGY 46 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments following the service!
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