
 

 

†OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

Creator God, you have created us for your purposes and called us to help 
fulfill your promises. May these gifts and offerings serve your purposes 
and your promises. May we be instruments of peace and love in your world 
this day and always. Amen. 

 

†HYMN 619 My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE                                   Celebration JAMES MANSFIELD 
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 † Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.                       Please join us for fellowship and refreshments following the service! 

FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD  JULY 12, 2026 

 
PRELUDES Tranquility JAMES SOUTHBRIDGE 

 Andante JAMES LEVERIDGE 

 

WELCOME 
 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  NINA LAWRENCE 

 

One: Come, whether you’re worn down or lifted up. 

Many: All are welcome here. 

One: Come, whether you have serenity or you’re struggling within. 

Many: All are welcome here. 

One: Come, whether your faith is budding or wilting. 

Many: All are welcome here! Let us worship God together! 
 

†HYMN 633 Lead On, O Cloud of Presence LANCASHIRE 

 

†OPENING PRAYER 
 

Creator God, we want to be your perfect people. But like Jacob and Esau before 
us, we are works in progress. In our yearning, we’re likely to settle for lesser 
choices; to reach for things that distract us from your presence. Help us choose 
the better portion. Give us sunlight that we might grow as disciples, especially 
when we’re standing on rocky ground. And when the thorns and weeds begin 
to overtake our gardens, resuscitate us with your grace; revive us with your 
love; and reclaim us as your own, imperfect though we may be. In grateful 
hope, we pray. Amen. 

 

MESSAGE FOR ALL  AMANDA BETHUNE 

 

ANTHEM God Will Make All Things Right GEORGE B. NEVIN 

 (Daylight Will Come) 
 Michael Loveland and Kurt Swanson, soloists 
 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 

 
†RESPONSE 263 Surely the Presence of the Lord    WOLF 

 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 
I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings; I see glory on each face; 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

Used with permission from CCLI, License #4720828 
 

SERMON  Rocky  rev.fredd 

 

HYMN 214 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me TOPLADY 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 

God’s word is a lamp before our feet; and a light to guide our steps; and a source 
of love to ease the burdens we carry. May God’s word bless us and guide us this 
day as we give a portion of what we have already received from God. 
 

OFFERTORY Your Grace Is All I Need JOANNA HALL 
Michael Loveland and Kurt Swanson, soloists 

 

†DOXOLOGY 46 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD HUNDREDTH 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

https://whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Hymn-633-Lead-On-O-Cloud-of-Presence.pdf
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https://whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Hymn-263-Surely-the-Presence-of-the-Lord.pdf
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