To donate, use the provided link or donate in
church. If donating in church, write “HPS
Teachers” on your envelope.

{ To donate online through the church website:
under “Fund,” select “Reach Out Monthly

| Collection” and type “HPS Teachers” in the
“Notes” field.

¢’ https://pushpay.com/g/whfirstchurch
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First Church Happenings

#27

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Thursday | 9:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. & Fridays 9:30a.m.—-3p.m.
P:.860-233-9605

Office.Manager@whfirstchurch.org | ¢’ https://whfirstchurch.org/

/Jii

“l do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what | want, but |
do the very thing I [detest].”

Hello loves:

I’m a lover of words, you know? As
such, | accept the reality of “common
usage” — certain words are generally
accepted as having a particular
meaning when used in everyday
conversation. An example: If you use
the word ‘struggle’ in a sentence when
speaking to a friend, s/he will likely
(and rightly) infer that thereis a
problem at hand. Connotation and
custom have conspired over time to
give “struggle’ a bad name.

| accept common usage, except for
the times when it makes sense to
reject it. | mean that sometimes it’s
more faithful to struggle than to surrender. Paul wrote something similar in
his letter to the Romans (7:15-25a) in describing the battle between our
internal inclinations —flesh and spirit. I’ll say more when | see you. The
sermon is entitled ‘Scratch and Win?’

Peace. Fully

rev.fredd

t\‘-'//.*

—

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS

Sponsor altar flowers in memory
or honor of a loved one

Sign up Sponsor altar flowers:
&’ https://bit.ly/FCAltarFlowers

LIGHT THE STEEPLE

You can sponsor the steeple in honor of
anyone, including yourself!

&’ https://bit.ly/FCLightSteeple

P-R-A-Y
Let us hold you in prayer

Submit a prayer request:
&’ http://bit.ly/FCprayer request

NEW MEMBER
INFORMATION SESSIONS

Contact Rev. Fredd

In person,
by phone: 860-233-9605
Or E-mail: fredd.ward@whfirstchurch.org

-7( \\\:- Wishing everyone a safe, happy and

blessed Fourth of July!
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What's Happening? wnmey Concetls =
> 0 He said Yowne Needed Bl

EXPLORING SCRIPTURE BIBLE STUDY WHAT TO BRING TO THESE EVENTS: FILL OUR FOOD BUCKETS! | MISSING THAT SUNDAY POST-WORSHIP
Every 1 and 3 Sunday of the month Friends & Family Help fill our donation buckets arour-u.j th.e church. Every item CUP O'JOE?
7 TODAY, July 19, August 2 & 16 Chairs & Blankets donated helps to support local families in need. Get one at the JPWL- We've got a Keurig!
®gam. Refreshmants & Snacks LEVO SUMMER MEET UP!
© JPW Library All ages are welcome to join this time of connection, service YOUR BOOKS ARE DUE FOR A LITTLE ‘ME TIME’
&’ Joe Tobin: jmtobin@gmail.com | P: 860-916-1923 CARII.”LON COfNCERT " ; and fellowship! Bring: work gloves, water and sunscreen (BACK ON THE SHELF)
Ficari onneurs from across CT and beyond! T Julyn A kind reminder to return overdue books. If you're not ready
C(_)FFEE & CONVERSATION _ “ July 30 ®gam.-12p.m. to say goodbye just yet, we get it. — Renew it!
Join us for coffee, conversation, and community. ® 5:30- 6:30 p.m. © TBD
7 Wednesdays ¥ First Church front lawn @ bit.lyILEVOSummerMeet SUMMER FAITH ON FILM SERIES
®10a.m. &’ https://whfirstchurch.org/music/concerts/carillon-concerts/ = Julv 13: The Ladv in the V
© Hartford Baking Co. WeHa Center LET'S MAKE LUNCHES! P uly 13- The tady In the Van
SUN IS SHINING CONCERT SERIES The Outreach Team prepares 80 sandwiches and lunchbags = - July 20: The Old Oak
OXEN HILL FARM SUMMER CSA T Brown Paper Sax; August 11 for neighbors in the Aylum Hill community. Join us! O1p.m.-3:30p.m.
Reservations for summer subscriptions are open! ™ Rock Voices; August 18 T July 26 @ JPwiL
C.hoose your.custorpizable.share size aer schedule your 77 Still Kickin with the Big City Horns; August 25 ® During coffee hour
pickup to enjoy a wide variety of organic produce for ® c:30-7:30 p.m © Auditorium JPWL SUMMER READING CHALLENGE!
the summer season! Y ?3 X C7h3 pt; ¢ ' l The JPWL challenges you to dive into books this summer!
7 Thursdays; Starting June 25 through October 22 p f:;ips-//l\j\:ﬁﬁrsr‘?cr;ufcvf\:norq/music/concerts/sun-is-shininq/ FERN STREET BACKPACKS: NOURISH TO Pick up your form in the library or print one at home.
O3-6:30p.m. FLOURISH, ONE BAG AT A TIME Choose 6 books from our 12 categories to win a $10 gift card
© Rotunda entrance DANIEL SALAZAR & FRIENDS Volunteer Shifts available for the FSB Program. Check out the | to Café Nero. Choose 12 books and win a $25 gift card to
¢ https:/joxenhillfarm.com/ Inreach invites you to enjoy an evening of music and link below and sign up for a time slot! River Bend Bookshop!
fellowship. ¢’ https://bit.ly/FernStreetBackpacks2026 & https://bit.ly/JPWLSummerReadingChallenge

More details to come!
T Wednesday July 22
® 5:30 p.m.- 8:p.m.
© Elizabeth Park

GHIAA is offering two one-time in-person sessions
(with a third coming soon) to help us explore the ways our
upbringing may have taught us to see others as “them” rather
than “us.”. Lunch is provided, and all members of GHIAA
congregations—including us—are invited. There is no cost to
attend, but each session is limited to 20 participants.

COMBATING ANTI-MUSLIM BIGOTRY

A Message from the FCC Safety & Security Workqroup Lid by thaplailn Aida Mansoor Sundays & Monday-Thursday | 9 a.m. -5 p.m.
izl Tuesday July 21 S :860-222-

§| Your safety is a priority at First Church. When the building is not open [ = S 78 > ®12: Yy E ' P:860-232-3893 |
for worship or a scheduled event, our security system helps ensure AR : Gyt AT 12.30-3p:m. jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org
that visitors are welcomed and checked in before entering. LA B G2 & https://bit.ly/GHIAAAMB Ay

.| Please do not hold the door open for anyone you do not know tobe a 5= 1 ) BE More Events & Updates:

] church member. This simple step helps staff know who is in the COMBA_TING ANTI-LATINE B_IGOTRY ) o) P ) ;

building and keeps our church a safe and welcoming place for L. | Led by Nina Vasquez, GHIAA organizer and Puerto Rican ] & https://whfirstchurch.org/jpw-library/
everyone. e WG R § scholar ' Newsletter: bit.ly/JPWLNewsletter

% Wednesday August 19

Thank you for helping us care for one another. By 7
TR VA ; -‘*i = . 5 Rz B : y @ 12:30- 3p.m.
BN i o L & https://bit.ly/GHIAAALB

AP TR, P RE R
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